


Chapter 6
Scotland in the Eighteenth Century

Scottish history in the eighteenth century was evenore strongly driven than
English history by the tension between custom armhtract. In Scotland, the clash
between the commercial or OimprovingO sector dietpand the traditional, cus-
tomary sector was heightened dramatically by thenfliict between Lowlands and
Highlands. In the eighteenth century, the Highlandulture, the most coherent
and complete stronghold of Gaelic life in the Bsli Isles, was eradicated, and the
economy and the society of the Highlands began ¢éorbade over in the English
image. In retrospect, it seems that the process vigavitable, because one can
hardly imagine a feudal clan system surviving intlke industrial age within a
vibrant, commercial, modern state. Indeed, therepienty of evidence that the clan
aristocrats, irresistibly attracted as they werettte wealth and power of their En-
glish counterparts, might well have brought abouté change themselves. In his-
torical actuality, Highland culture was destroyedrely because many clan chiefs
gave their allegiance to Jacobitism, which invitetkestruction by the British
regime. Ironically, the triumph of contract and it8Vhig proponents in Scotland set
the stage for a wonderful flowering of enlightenbayh culture in the cities of the
Lowlands during the latter half of the century.

THE UNION: 1707

The stability sought by both the English and Scetti makers of the rebellion
of 1688 was even harder to achieve in Scotland threBngland. Though he wore
the Scottish as well as the English crown, Willialth found it extremely difficult
to deal with two different Parliaments. He stoodam impossible constitutional sit-
uation, for the Scottish Parliament frequently digeeed with his English minis-
ters. Committed to a long war against France, With and his ministers wanted
Scotland simply to supply money and troops; inste&totland supplied trouble.
For instance, the Scottish Parliament insisted ohet right to control Scottish
trade, even when the trade ran counter to Englisitérests, as did Scottish trade
with France. Moreover, the Scottish Parliament 896 passed an Act of Security
(reaffirmed in 1704) asserting the right to choosemonarch independently from
England, should there be no Protestant heir to Wlh. Finally, the Scottish Par-
liament in 1695 sanctioned a colonizing effort irD&ienO (modern Panama),
which contravened English policy. William was atethime trying to placate the
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Spanish, who had long claimed Darien; thus he opmmbgshe Scottish Darien
scheme on behalf of English interests, contributinereby to the disastrous col-
lapse of the colony and infuriating the Scottishvastors. Persuaded of the impos-
sibility of continuing the monarchyOs relationshigith two Parliaments, William
on his deathbed advised his ministers to unite tRarliaments of England and
Scotland.

Meanwhile, opinion among the Scottish ruling elitwas also moving toward
the view that the existing relations between Engthand Scotland could not con-
tinue: either the union of crowns must be broken drscotland be completely inde-
pendent or the two Parliaments must be merged. Tharien fiasco, which swal-
lowed perhaps half of ScotlandOs capital, taught ksson, as did a major famine
that afflicted Scotland from 1695 to 1699. Thousaraf people starved or died from
diseases related to malnutrition. Obviously, thedBigsh economy needed bolster-
ing. The commercial elements prominent in the Lowld economy found them-
selves hampered by trade restrictions imposed oenthby England on the one
hand and by Continental nations on the other. ByQD7 England had imposed tar-
iffs on three of ScotlandOs leading export prodictsl, salt, and linen. The Scots
tried to retaliate by insisting on free trade witEngland and EnglandOs colonies.
For instance, in reaffirming the Act of Security ih704, the Scottish Parliament
declared that they would exercise their right tolset their own successor to Queen
Anne if Scotland were not granted free trade in BargdOs empire.

England, however, was too large and too wealthypéobullied by the Scottish
threat; moreover, the English ministers had decid#étht nothing less than a union
of Parliaments was tolerable. Their patience, newelong supply, had run out. The
immediate issue was to force Scotland to acknowketltge House of Hanover as the
successors to Queen Anne. In 1705, the English @éss act threatening to treat
all Scots in England as aliens if Scotland did m&gotiate a union and accept the
Hanover succession. This struck at Scottish arisais and merchants alike, and
the English in addition promised to ban the trade black cattle so crucial to Scot-
land. Consequently, Scottish political leaders aggleto negotiations, which were
completed early in 1707. A treaty was drawn up ingtthe two countries and cre-
ating a new stateNGreat Britain.

The Treaty of Union passed through the English Parliament quickly but met
impassioned opposition in Scotland. Scottish patriots in the Scottish Parliament
and a majority of public opinion in the towns thought that the treaty was a
betrayal of Scottish interests and nationality. In fact, the English did get their way
in the negotiations: the Scots won the free trade they sought, they protected their
Presbyterian establishment and their own legal system, and they kept the heri-
table jurisdictions by which landlords in Scotland exercised judicial power, but
they did not get a genuine merger of Parliaments. Instead, the treaty of 1707 abol-
ished the Scottish Parliament and provided only that Scotland would be repre-
sented in the essentially English Parliament at Westminster by sixteen nobles in
the House of Lords and forty-five M.P.s in the House of Commons. Proponents of
the treaty contended that this was equitable and that the union was necessary for
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ScotlandOs economic survival. OThis nation,O one argued, Obeing poor, and without
force to protect its commerce, cannot reap great advantage by it, till it partake of
the trade and protection of some powerful neighbour nation.O Pro-union propa-
gandists like the Englishman Daniel Defoe forecast a period of great prosperity for
Scotland. These arguments, plus a liberal application of patronage and some out-
right bribery, won a majority, and the Scottish Parliament voted itself out of exis-
tence and the British state into life. The union of 1707 was a marriage of conve-
nience, not affection. The Scottish and English peoples retained their separate
national identities. The new kingdom, Great Britain, was a state, but in the sense
of having a unified, integrated people it was not a nation. Yet a sense of OBritish-
nessO would grow among the peoples of Scotland, Wales, and England over the
course of the next century.

THE JACOBITE REBELLION OF 1715

The predicted economic benefits of union eventualgme true, but not in the
short run. Scottish goods proved to be of too lowadjty to compete well in the vast
market the Scots had joined, and goods such asrineet official English discrim-
ination. The trade in cattle flourished, but mosttlzers languished. The Scottish
representatives in Parliament could offer little pebecause they were too few in
number to be effective and were soon coopted byqretge into the Whig political
system. The English had no regard for creating aamof hearts with the Scots.
They proceeded to administer a series of blows thether alienated Scottish opin-
ion. In 1712, Parliament restored the right of lagfyons to appoint ministers to
parish livings in the Church of Scotland, an extéos of patronage that violated the
very principle of Presbyterianism. In 1713, Parliant attempted to extend the
English malt tax to Scotland, which would have rad the price of beer and
whiskey. Scots regarded this as the last straw, #mel Scottish M.P.s in London
actually moved for dissolution of the unionNto nowail, of course.

All of this discontent in Scotland fed the fires dhacobitism. Scottish Jaco-
bitism amounted to more than ceremonial toasts tth®King over the waterO; it
had strong roots in the Catholic and Episcopalianpulations, especially in the
Highland clans, which had never taken to Presbyamism. Furthermore, the High-
land tradition of loyalty to oneOs chief made tlagabite principle of hereditary
right to the monarchy ring true. The massacre ofébicoe, connived at by William
[Il and carried out by troops of the arch-Whig cladampbell, had planted resent-
ment deep in the heart of many a Highland chief. &ddition, the Jacobites per-
suasively branded the disasters to the Scottishreway and polity from the 1690s
to the 1710s (famine, financial fiasco, and comniatdailures) as divine retribu-
tion for the deposition of the rightful king. Ther€aty of Union, intensely unpopu-
lar in its own right, made the Jacobites the hew$§ Scottish patriotism, because the
union had been closely tied to recognition of theakbverian succession. For all
these reasons, Jacobitism was a more formidablegan Scotland than in England,
and by 1714 Scotland stood on the verge of a megtellion.
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The weaknesses that Jacobitism faced at the timeewiee same that hobbled
the movement throughout its history. First, there as the obstinacy and political
clumsiness of the Stuart line. James Il had diedidrad been succeeded in exile by
his son, James Edward (the Old Pretender), a meiahcand reserved man of the
same rigidity as his father and a pretender to tiieone incapable of inspirational
leadership. Second, the Stuarts in exile were coetglly dependent on the French,
whose support for the Jacobite cause waxed and dasd-rench interests dictated.
Third, there was a fundamental confusion in Jac@dit between loyalty to the Stu-
arts, who considered themselves to be kings of Endland Ireland as well as Scot-
land, and a simple desire for Scottish independeridee strength of the movement
was in Scotland, where it was rooted in Scottishirpatism, but the Stuarts from
James Il through his grandson, Charles Edward (B@nRrince Charlie, Othe Young
PretenderQ), wanted to restore the union of thevens. These were far from iden-
tical objectives.

In any case, the Jacobite blow fell after Anne died was succeeded by George
I. Influenced by Whig slander, George snubbed ohéis secretaries of state, the
Scotsman John Erskine, earl of Mar, who had in faeiped to bring about the
union. Mar fled to Scotland and raised the standafdOJames VIIIO (the Old Pre-
tender) in August 1715. Partly on the basis of éatdaims of French support, Mar
rapidly assembled a force of about twelve thousarah, mainly Episcopalians from
the Northeast of Scotland plus elements of many Kand clans, including the
MacLeans, Macdonalds, Macintoshes, Camerons, Mags&rand MacLeods. Not
all of the Highland clans came out, for the decisiavhether to rebel or support the
Hanoverians often depended on the position of anathief in local feuds and local
politics. The Campbells, for instance, supporte@ #hig regime, as did some great
northern clans like the Sutherlands and the Mackaymon Fraser of Beaufort
wished to win recognition as chief of clan Frasdespite the fact that he had spent
much time at the Jacobite court in France, he garatiNsuccessfully, as it turned
outNon the Hanoverian side in 1715.

The ordinary clan member, who was the footsoldiértlee Highland host, had
nothing to do with the decision of his clan to joithe fray. The decision was strictly
a matter for the clan chief and his immediate familin the Highland clans, the
chief leased land at a low rent to his principatlitenants, called Otacksmen,O who
were often kinsmen of the chief. In return for hland, the tacksman pledged mil-
itary service to the chief and in turn subleasedsHand in small portions to the
clansmen who served as the clan troops. Bound kg ¢losest ties of blood, land
tenure, and military duty, the tacksmen of a clarath to respond unquestioningly
to the call of the chief to go to war, as did thedmary subtenant soldiers. In rela-
tively short bursts, this clan army would fight witgreat elan, mobility, and offen-
sive striking power, but it was not suited to lorgampaigns or defensive warfare.

Mar failed to understand either the opportunities the limits offered by the
Highland army. He should have moved quickly to tattack, since the Hanoverian
forces in Scotland were very weak. He might well/éaconsolidated Scotland for
James Edward and then moved to gather whatevemgjite Jacobitism had in En-
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gland. Certainly the Jacobite army needed quick cesses in order to prove to
waverers that joining the rebellion was the politity astute thing to do. But Mar
was an indecisive commander; he failed to take Bdimgh and chose to wait in
Perth for James Edward to arrive from France. Flgathe duke of Argyll, sent by
the British with a small army to defend the Lowlasddrew Mar into battle at Sher-
iffmuir in November. Sheriffmuir made a significardifference in Scottish national
history. The bloody battle was a draw, but Argytt@sps held the field. MarOs High-
landers began to drift back to their mountain glens

At this point James Edward arrived. He had beeregino help by the French
government, who were in a cautious mood after theath of Louis XIV earlier in
1715. James Edward was a brave man, but his pegbgioominess was hindrance
to his cause. On his arrival in December, he annoed to his officers: OFor me, it
is no new thing to be unfortunate, since my wholiéel from my cradle has been a
constant series of misfortunes.O This was no spé@dhspire dispirited men. The
dwindling of MarOs army continued. Argyll receivetiforcements, and in Febru-
ary 1716, James Edward and Mar left for France.sIéwded what was probably the
best chance the Scots had of restoring their indegence by force.

THE 045

The Stuarts did not stop trying to promote their aae after 1715. They were
forever involved in intrigue in European courts aigat the Hanoverian regime, and
in 1719 they even managed to get Spanish supportao armed expedition to
Britain. In this case, as in so many others, thends blew against the Jacobites, and
a storm destroyed much of the Spanish fleet off @ama. Only a few hundred Span-
ish troops reached Scotland, and they were soorealefd and their meager clan
allies scattered.

The rebellion of 1715 and the abortive invasion1afl9 were of great help to
the Whigs in establishing their preeminence in Ergld. They could claim that the
Tories were unsafe because of their Jacobite agsons and that Whig rule was the
only alternative to popery and foreign invasion. Mevhile, the WhigsO policy in
Scotland was from their point of view a sensibleegtthough it was unpopular and
poorly executedNintegration of the Highlands withhe already anglicized Low-
lands and incorporation of both in the British stat Laws were passed in 1716 dis-
arming the clans, but these laws were ignored bg thacobite clans. Titles of about
nineteen leading Jacobites were suppressed, aetvaftates were seized, yet most
of the leading clan chiefs were able to avoid sesipunishment. Of greater impor-
tance was a system of roads meant to break theatgmi of the Highlands and open
them to military patrols. Under General George Wadke British army built
approximately 260 miles of roadway, penetrating ttentral Highlands and con-
necting the British outposts on the Great Glen, EdVilliam and Fort Augustus,
to Inverness. Finally, Wade instituted a system paflicing the main Highland
routes against Jacobites and clan cattle rustleysrbcruiting Whig clansmen into
independent army units (later organized as the famsdBlack Watch Regiment).
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At the same time, a semi-official educational mowamh undertaken by the
Lowland gentry increased the pressure on Highlamtiety. This was the Scottish
Society for the Propagation of Christian Knowled@SPCK), founded in 1709 after
the model of the English SPCK to establish in thegHlands schools that would
teach Oreligion and virtue.O The founders belighati Highland culture was bar-
baric and superstitious and that its unlawful waggeemmed from three mutually
supportive factorsNJacobitism, Catholicism, and ti@aelic language. The SSPCK
would establish Presbyterian schools, confidenttt@alvinism and the English lan-
guage would break the clan system and integrate Highlanders into the main-
stream of Anglo-Scottish life. The Church of Scatth which had experienced great
difficulty in penetrating the Gaelic-speaking areasipported the SSPCK. By 1758,
the SSPCK had founded 176 schools, most of thertheHighlands. This was cul-
tural imperialism of a deliberate sort. Ironicallyalthough popular culture in the
Highlands proved to be highly resistant to beingnprovedO in this way, the High-
land aristocracy and gentry, who increasingly hadlitze in both the Gaelic and the
anglicized worlds, slowly began to accept the marsnend speech of OpoliteONthat
is, EnglishNculture.

These forces, as well as the beginnings of a trantbng some clan chiefs
toward a more profit-oriented view of their land drtenantry, show that the Jaco-
bite revolt of 1745 was not the outburst of a vigais Gaelic society but the last
stand of traditional Highland culture against the@fces causing its declineNcom-
mercialism, anglicization, and governmental presgufrom England and Lowland
Scotland. This fact was not grasped by the Englisititicians until the 1780s, for
they continued to fear Scottish rebellion during ey war down to the French Rev-
olution. Meanwhile, the prosperity and stability WalpoleOs long rule had made the
1720s and 1730s relatively peaceful in Scotlandob#ism went into a period of
somnolence. But when Britain went to war with Spain 1739, and with France
soon after, the opportunity again rose for a Jagehiebellion in Britain, this time
with French help. The opportunity was seized by afehe few charismatic figures
produced by the Stuarts, Charles Edward, son of @d Pretender.

Charles Edward, the Young Pretender, or Bonnie BerCharlie as the Scots
called him, was then in his early twenties, noneotantelligent but tall, good-
looking, graceful, and chivalrous. Born and reargdthe Jacobite court in Rome,
Charles was energetic and ambitious. Early in 17@harles went to France in
order to persuade the French government to assis¢ tJacobite enterprise. The
French, as usual were interested in using the Stigaio further their own policies,
though not in helping them otherwise. As it happethethe French in 1744 were
planning an invasion of England, but a storm destenl the invasion fleet. The
French abandoned their invasion plans, turned thaittention to the Continent,
and left Charles on his own. In 1745, with littleckp from the French, Charles had
two ships fitted out for an expedition to Scotland@he larger of the two ships, car-
rying most of CharlesOs troops, was intercepteddaivén off by the British navy.
Charles, however, persevered and landed in the Otiebrides, leading a grand
total of seven men.
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The Battle of Cullodenby D. Morier (April 1746). This painting shows the desperation of
the struggle when the Highland charge met the British lines. The Jacobite clans suffered
total defeat.

For some time, Charles had been in contact with thecobite clans, but most
of them were discouraged by the absence of Fremobgs. Only by an emotional
appeal to the Highlandersd sense of personal jowals Charles initially able to win
any support at all, and that predictably came frothe Macdonalds and the
Camerons. He boldly set out for the central Hightdsnand Edinburgh with no
more than one thousand men. Luckily for him, the Bsh had stripped Scotland
of almost all of its forces, including the new Bla®Vatch regiment. Moreover, the
few troops remaining, inexperienced and untrainegere commanded by Sir John
Cope, an incompetent officer who threw away whatattages he had by embark-
ing on a long and pointless march to Inverness. fBaing support as he went,
Charles moved directly to Edinburgh, which to a deg had been alienated from
the union by earlier high-handed treatment on theg of the London government
and which now saw no effective means of resistaiacinburgh opened its gate to
the Jacobites without a fight. Cope shipped his nigack to Edinburgh but arrived
too late. Shortly afterward, CharlesOs forces kttddCopeOs army at Prestonpans
(just east of Edinburgh) and routed them with a fous Highland charge.

Charles now held all of Scotland except for Glasgma the Southwest, and he
announced the revocation of the Treaty of Uniont @harlesOs army never num-
bered more than about five thousand Highlandersddre had no means of actually
administering the country. Perhaps he might haveltd&cotland for the Stuarts if
he had been content to win Scottish independencet imaybe not: Jacobite senti-
ment simply was not as strong in 1745 as it had méa 1715, because the
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economic benefits of the union had slowly begunrt@ke themselves felt. In any
case, Charles held true to the Stuart aim of reahég both crowns; hence, with
his small and restless Highland army, he invadedyamd. In a dramatic march he
moved through Carlisle and Manchester as far soathDerby, only 130 miles from
London. The British government panicked, and Geolggrepared to return to
Hanover. In fact, however, CharlesOs advance hiadraoght out any significant
English Jacobite support. After a heated argument with biammanders, Charles
was prevailed on to retreat to Scotland.

The long retreat was disastrous for the Jacobitegibecause the HighlandersO
morale dwindled and desertions increased. Until yhavere out of England,
CharlesOs army was followed by a large, well-aehpind methodical army led by
William, duke of Cumberland (OButcher BillyO), @eotlOs enormously fat but
capable son. Charles retreated all the way to Imess, his troops exhausted and
hungry. Cumberland was sent after him with abountéhousand men. At last the
two forces met at Culloden, near Inverness, on aydpp field ill-suited to the
impetuous Highlanders® mode of combat. The misgrabld and starving High-
landers were forced to undergo a fearful pounding the British artillery before
they could stand no more and charged. This time tBgtish troops knew what to
expect from a Highland attack. The result was a @bate defeat for the Jacobite
army and the slaughter of about one thousand Highders. Charles was led from
the field and left only the words, OLet every magkshis own safety the best way
he can.O For five months Charles was on the rumfi@ritish forces in the High-
lands. He was sheltered by loyal clansmen, andakigentures gave rise to many a
romantic legend, but the Jacobite movement was s$bkid. Charles returned to
France in September 1746 and spent the rest oflifisin futile attempts to revive
the Jacobite cause. He died in Rome in 1788; bynthiee British had ceased to
worry about Jacobitism.

THE DESTRUCTION OF THE CLANS

The Battle of Culloden itself was a severe blowthte Highland clans, but
British policies after Culloden did even more lasgi damage. The Jacobite clans
were in no condition to continue the struggles evéry guerrilla war, and the duke
of Cumberland pursued the remnants of the clan armith ruthless persistence.
This pursuit, which earned Cumberland the nicknan@Butcher,0O was a matter of
official policy. The aim was to reduce the powertloé Highlanders so that they
could never again sponsor a Jacobite rebellion.d_Ghesterfield, the elegant expo-
nent of worldly manners who at the time was lorcelitenant of Ireland, in fact
urged a policy of genocide on CumberlandNthe chigfgre to be captured and the
peasantry massacred. Cumberland and his succesidnsot go quite that far, but
their activities were thorough enough. British trqus deliberately ravaged clan
estates all through 1746, burning crops, destroying cottagdriving off cattle, and
smashing tools. Any rebel captured with weapons alast outright. Most ordinary
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clan soldiers who surrendered were transportedhe tolonies as indentured work-
ers. About 120 Scottish Jacobite officers were aetext.

These acts of rational brutality were only the ojea efforts at destroying the
Highland way of life. The British forts in the Hidgands were strengthened, WadeOs
system of military roads vastly expanded, and railit patrols extended and
increased. Law and order came to the Highlands wathaked iron hand. Next, in
1746 Parliament passed the Disarming Act, forbiddithe Highlanders to carry or
possess arms or to wear Highland dressNthat is, taetan and plaid. Even the bag-
pipe was banned as a warlike instrument. A substenmtumber of estates belong-
ing to clan chiefs were seized, and this time (ka@i1715) no legalistic evasion of
forfeiture was allowed. Most important, the claine$ the chiefs over their tenants
that had made the clans such potent military unitgere broken. Military tenures
were abolished, so the landlord-tenant relationship the Highlands came to
resemble that prevailing in England. Heritable jsdictions were also eliminated
throughout Scotland. Now the chief was no longerogecutor, judge, and jury in
his territory, and Scottish gentry and tenantry haatcess to courts established by
the central government. Legal administration in Sitand was brought into line
with English policies, though Scottish law itselemained separate.

The British government also hoped to deflect Highthenergy from lawless-
ness and rebellion toward English-style efficieranyd industriousness. Thousands
of Highland clansmen were recruited for new regimerin the British army. These
troops were to play a vital role in the expansidrttee Empire. Moreover, the British
attempted to use the forfeited Jacobite estatesnamdels of improved farming,
building a corridor of land 30 to 40 miles wide froStirling to Inverness on which
all rents would be used for OCivilising the Inhalits upon the said Estates and
other Parts of the Highlands and Islands of Scotlarthus promoting amongst
them the Protestant religion, good Government, Inslly and Manufactures, and
the Principles of Duty and Loyalty to his Majestys Heirs and Successors.O Grad-
ually, however, the government lost interest in trecheme as their fear of Jaco-
bitism died out, and by 1784 they had returned tbstates to private hands.

Yet the landlords of the Scottish Highlands largedgcomplished the British
goal of completing the destruction of the clans. Increasing numbers since the
beginning of the eighteenth century, Highland ch&had sent their sons to be edu-
cated in the Lowlands, so that they could acquitetpolish (and the language) of
the OpoliteO world. Inevitably, some of the vabfeiat world rubbed off on them.
After Culloden, these semi-anglicized chiefs faeechoice of trying to sustain the
traditional Highland culture against overwhelmingduls or converting themselves
into more-or-less English or Lowland-style landlsdDuring the three-quarters of
a century after 1750, most clan chiefs opted foetlatter route, sometimes reluc-
tantly, often intermittently, but inexorably nonetkless. By this slow trend, pursued
mainly for the increased rents and profits that widuenable them gain recognition
in the new Scottish world, the great landlords efedted the close personal and
patriarchal bonds that had knitted the clans togeth



114 Partl The Age of the Landed Oligarchy

Olmprovement,O as it was called, had begun in tighl&hds on the Argyll
estates. There, the second duke of Argyll triedrterease his income by eliminat-
ing the tacksmen as intermediary tenants and letjithe parcels of land directly to
the tenants at higher rents. In the short run, thigolicy had hurt the military power
of clan Campbell and in part accounted for Bonnignee CharlieOs amazing early
success. But after Culloden, many other Highlandiefk also elected to sacrifice
military strength for enhanced rent in the same widigy eliminating tacksmen and
offering leases to the highest bidder. They alsosmlidated the holdings on their
estates, as was being done in England and in therlands, thereby reducing the
number of tenants required to farm the land. Thegelicies destroyed not only the
military basis of clan society but also the ancietdoperative farming practices of
the Highlands. The OimprovingO policies drove heddrof tacksmen to emigra-
tion, mostly to America. The tacksmen ordinarily gainized the substantial tenant
families on the estate to emigrate with them, leagithe poorest peasants to stay
on. In the late 1760s and early 1770s, about twetitgusand Scotsmen left for
America, most of them Highlanders.

In many cases, Highland landlords simply clearegitHand of people to make
room for sheep pasturage. From the 1760s througle tearly decades of the nine-
teenth century, hundreds of thousands of acres e tHighlands were turned over
to the raising of Lowland black-face and chevioesh, for sheep brought profits.
In some instances, the landlords tried to providéher occupations for their ten-
antsNlinen weaving, kelp burning (to make alkalaind fishing, for example. In
other cases, however, the tenants were simply edamid scenes of acute suffer-
ing and violent protest. The most notorious of tresases of the OHighland Clear-
ancesO occurred in Sutherland between 1807 and ,18B&n agents of the count-
ess of Sutherland expelled about ten thousand pedpl make room for sheep,
destroying and burning peasant cottages, in somstamces with people still in
them. It is safe to say that many Highlanders hawaver forgotten or forgiven the
Highland Clearances.

More emigration resulted from the Clearances, thiime of people from a lower
social and economic order. But because the popolatdf Scotland was increasing
as part of the general population explosion of latghteenth- and early nineteenth-
century Europe (see Chapter 10), the fringe areasuad the sheep-raising dis-
tricts, especially in the northwest Highlands anlde western islands remained con-
gested and impoverished. Here it remained the custior a tenant to subdivide his
holding, no matter how small it was, to provide §ntenancies for his sons. The
landlords believed they could do nothing to helpy the only alternative to con-
gestion that they could think of was eviction. Thtise destruction of the clans was
compete by 1830; indeed, the signs were clear florJBhnson to read when he vis-
ited the Highlands in the 1770s:

There was perhaps never any change of national mann  ers so quick, so
great, and so general, as that which has operated i  n the Highlands by the
last conquest and subsequent laws. We came hithert 0o late to see what we
expectedNa people of peculiar appearance and a syst  em of antiquated life.
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The clans retain little now of their original chara  cter: their ferocity of temper
is softened, their military ardour is extinguished, their dignity of indepen-
dence is depressed, their contempt of government, s ubdued, and their rev-
erence for their chiefs abated. Of what they had be  fore the late conquest of
their country there remains only their language and their poverty.

THE SCOTTISH ENLIGHTENMENT

Considering its record of rebellion, war, and dasttion of an ancient way of
life, eighteenth-century Scotland hardly seems likecountry capable of giving rise
to a renaissance in high culture. Yet that is preely what happened. In the second
half of the century, Scotland produced a galaxyraéllectuals and artists to equal
any in the European world. Social philosophers likeancis Hutcheson, Adam Fer-
guson, David Hume, and Adam Smith; scientists likeseph Black; architects like
William and Robert Adam; and painters like AllannRay and Henry Raeburn were
at least as brilliant and influential as their Enigh and French colleagues. In short,
Georgian ScotlandNor more accurately, urban, Lowki$cotlandNtook a distin-
guished place in the age of Enlightenment.

How can we explain this remarkable cultural efflseznce in a time of such
national difficulty and indeed political extinctioh What was the connection of the
cultural renaissance to the union with England arttle destruction of the clans?
Such questions are not easy to answer and to a eegt least must remain a mat-
ter of speculation. Nevertheless, it seems reastaméd say that this particular cul-
tural flowering was the result of not any nationatic reactionagainstthe union or
of a nostalgic defense of Highland values but adsjplining of the Lowlands to the
wider English economy and culture. Enlightened thght in Scotland, as else-
where, was urbane, cosmopolitan, and secular. #wron old cultural connections
between Scotland and Continental Europe. One of greconditions that had to
exist before the Enlightenment could take root anlygre was an end to isolation
and the forging of links to the wider cultural wadl The union helped to create this
for Scotland. Similarly, enlightened ideas couladirish only in conditions of polit-
ical stability. Here, too, the union with England ag important, because English
power ended the incessant strife between Highlamds Lowlands and installed
Lowland values and styles of life in a preeminensition.

There were other important preconditions as wellufficient economic pros-
perity, adequate institutional support, and an abse of intellectual or religious
restrictions. Each of these preconditions came tast in the urban centers of Low-
land Scotland in the middle decades of the eightdenentury. In the 1740s, the
Scottish economy began to show signs of the progrésat had been predicted of
the unionNnot an industrial takeoff, but significan if slow, growth. As we have
already noted, in widening circles of the Lowlandsyricultural OimproversO were
introducing new crops, new farming techniques, andw financial management.
Perhaps more important, the urban, commercial ecaony of the Lowlands devel-
oped relatively rapidly. This expansion was mosbtrunced in Edinburgh and
Glasgow, which, however, developed in very differgays.
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Edinburgh, the largest city in Britain except fordndon and Bristol, was no
longer the capital of an independent country, biitiecame the administrative and
legal center of ONorth Britain.O Professional peafdminated the town, and
lawyers were by far the most influential and prospes professional group. In con-
nection with wealthy Lowland aristocrats and gentrior whom they did much
work, the lawyers generated a lively intellectudélof legal philosophizing, politi-
cal talk, and social thought. They were also laggetsponsible for the building of
ONew Town,O the elegantly classical district thalen(and still makes) Edinburgh
the OAthens of the North,O one of the great monumefieighteenth-century taste.

Glasgow was dominated by its business people. G¥adtad long enjoyed a
reputation for architectural elegance (later destred by the Industrial Revolution
of the nineteenth century). Its commercial peoplggressively took advantage of
the new market of England and its empire openedthhem by the union. Linen
manufacturing, sugar refining, and shipping all b&sme important Glasgow trades.
The tobacco trade with North America became the iagportant of all: by 1771,
the Scots were importing 47 million pounds of tobaxa year, most of it into Glas-
gow, and the Scots had won 52 percent of all Bhtisade in tobacco. Wealthy
Otobacco lordsO0 inspired much of GlasgowOsgbiastiort/export trade and
injected a great amount of liquid capital into th8cottish economy.

Institutional support for the Scottish Enlightenmencame from ScotlandOs
reformed universities. Because of the kirkOs tiaditof establishing a school in
every parish, Lowland Scotland had a higher literaate than England, and boys
from the commercial and professional ranks reguladttended one of the four uni-
versitiesNEdinburgh, Glasgow, St. Andrews, and Adeen. In the eighteenth cen-
tury, the Scottish universities grew in size and r{like Oxford and Cambridge,
which remained shackled to classics and mathemategpanded the range of sub-
jects taught to include law, medicine, rhetoric, drthe natural sciences. In addi-
tion the mode of teaching changed, and the Scottishiversities became famous
for teachers who lectured in English (rather tharatin) in their specialized sub-
jects. The leader in this teaching reform was Franklutcheson, professor of moral
philosophy at Glasgow from 1729, through whose sksmany of the leaders of the
Scaottish Enlightenment passed.

Finally, developments in the Church of Scotland wesrucial to the countryOs
intellectual life. If the kirk had remained the oppssive, puritanical institution of
the seventeenth century, then the secular, toleraghbught that was central to the
enlightenment would have been stifled. But slowhprh the 1690s on, the theo-
logical temperature of the kirk went down. Althougda minority of ministers in the
early eighteenth century insisted on maintainingrapressive militant church, the
majority of kirk leaders shared the more moderatene of English religion and
even accepted the principle of the appointment afrigh ministers by lay patron-
age. Indeed, the OModerate partyONtolerant, redslensespectableNcame to pre-
eminence in the kirk and the universities. For irstce, the last execution for blas-
phemy in Scotland occurred in 1697 and the last feitchcraft in 1722; the laws
against witchcraft were repealed in 1736. Like thbrothers in the church of En-
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Adam Smith. The great political
economist published’he Wealth
of Nations,a key document in the
Scottish Enlightenment and the
foundation of free-market eco-
nomic theory, in 1776.

gland, the ministers of the Georgian kirk were méjrinterested in not repression
but in trying to persuade their flocks to be virtus and in showing the conver-
gence of virtue and happiness.

The concerns of the OModerate literatiO of the €arf Scotland reflected the
main themes of Scottish enlightened thought. Scatti Calvinists had always been
preoccupied with individual moral reformation andith the associated social dis-
cipline; now, in the more sociable spirit of thegkiteenth century, leading Scottish
thinkers turned to the issue of the moral improvemeof human beings in society.
Like Locke and the English moralists, the Scots @s®d that human beings are
naturally social beings and therefore that moralqgress is to be understood in the
context of social institutionsNlegal, political, régious. They were among the first
social scientists. Furthermore, the Scottish thinkeall believed that Scotland was
emerging from an age of barbarism into an age ofil@ation; thus, they focused
on the history of various societies by which they could measuret®ndOs prog-
ress. Their ideas, then, never were peculiarly @iBb® in the sense of identifying
and celebrating traditions and institutions that niee Scotland different. Like all
enlightened thinkers, they assumed that human nagus everywhere the same and
that the purpose of moral philosophy and historytis discover the universal laws
of human behavior. Therefore, philosophical histdiyistory as the record of the
fundamental laws of natureNwas their characteristinode of thinking.

Next to David Hume, whose work has already beermixed in connection
with the British empiricism, the greatest thinkern the Scottish Enlightenment
was Adam Smith. Like his close friend Hume, Smitlieulated all the main themes
of the Scottish Enlightenment; consequently, Smith@ork is best understood
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in the context ofpreindustrial Enlightened thought. Later, his work was taken to

be the bible of industrialism, which it emphatically was not, for Smith had little

or no experience with factories and steam power; his world was that of Lowland
Scottish commerce. Born in 1723 in the small port of Kirkaldy, Smith was the son
of a lawyer and customs official. He attended Glasgow University, where he learned
much from the lectures of Francis Hutcheson. Later, he studied at Oxford, which
he found to be mostly asleep. He read widely in Enlightenment thought and was
especially impressed by the works of Locke, Newton, Hutcheson, and Hume. In
1751, he was elected successor to Hutcheson at Glasgow University, where he
taught natural theology, ethics, jurisprudence, and political economy. He hoped
to do for the whole field of moral philosophy what Newton had done for natural
science.

In his first important work, The Theory of Moral Sentiment§1759), Smith
gave a systematic, OscientificO treatment of humature. In it he joined the
Omoral facultyO school of men like Shaftesbury.tSmas well aware that people
are motivated by Oself-loveONthat is, they pursleagure and avoid pain. He also
reasoned that people are by nature social animals laave a natural faculty of sym-
pathetic behavior. What truly brings pleasure, haig is the approval of others: Olt
is not wealth that men desire, but the considerati@and good opinion that wait
upon riches.O Everyone exercises the power of sirapi@imagination and so can
know what others approve. A person therefore beBaa® if there is an Qimpartial
spectator,O or conscience, watching every moveodgi the operation of this fun-
damental quality of human nature, our pursuit of eénterest leads to socially
benevolent behavior as if by an Oinvisible hand.O

This was the moral foundation of Smithf@guiry into the Nature and Causes
of the Wealth of Nation§1776), one of the most influential works in modekVest-
ern history. In it, Smith sets out a theory of selégulating economics, but his
moral theory always stands in the backgrourithe Wealth of Nationseflects the
Scaottish interest in how societies progress. Itssiaframework, therefore, is philo-
sophical history. Smith believed that nations gortugh four stages of develop-
ment: hunting, pastoral, agricultural, and commemi. In each age, the mode of
production shapes the political and social institahs. The division of labor char-
acterizes the commercial stage: according to thapiple of self-interest, each per-
son (and each nation) takes up what he or she dmest. In this way, production is
maximized, provided nothing (such as the state)arferes with the natural opera-
tion of the market and the division of labor. Smitthus argued for thautility of nat-
ural liberty, because any intervention by the state the economy by definition
deflects people from natural behavior and maximumoguction. For this reason,
Smith on the whole condemned mercantilism and adated laissez-faire domestic
policies and free trade between nations. Yet Smiths never the proponent of dog-
eat-dog competition, and he expressed concern ttia routinization of work
resulting from the division of labor would dull thevits and imagination of the
laborer. He imagined that the Oinvisible handOefdvolence would have to keep
the self-regulating economic system he advocatednfrbeing vicious and ex-
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ploitive. In this way, Smith expressed the confidenand reasonableness of Low-
land Scotland as it claimed the benefits of joinirige prosperous and expansive
English society.

The Scottish Enlightenment was a great achievembntScottish intellectuals,
but it contributed to the formation of a British nion. As we saw, the union of 1707
created a Britiststatebut not an integrated British people. The English the eigh-
teenth century aggressively eradicated that partSufottish culture they regarded
as dangerous to Britain, but they showed no intargsbuilding an emotional bond
between Englishmen and Scots or in blending the tpeoples. Still, the long, slow
process of integration into Britain did begin fohe Scots in the eighteenth cen-
tury. The incorporation of clansmen into the Brittsarmy was one major integra-
tive force. Another force was the participation®otsmen in the administration of
foreign and imperial affairs, an arena in which @&nO did function as a single
unit. A third factor was the long series of warsaagst the French, which inspired
British nationalist emotions. A fourth force was ¢hmarket economy, which
expanded and deepened throughout the century ard tihe Scots tightly to En-
glish commerce and industry. In addition, there wése common Protestantism
that most Scots shared with the English. Finallypdnot least important, the Scot-
tish Enlightenment brought Scottish thinkers and viters into intimate relation-
ship with the mainstream of English intellectualfié. Enlightened Scottish thinkers
like Hume and Smith, along with the books they wimtmoved easily among Edin-
burgh, Glasgow, and London. Empirical ideas, whislere cosmopolitan rather
than provincial, became the common property of mmadn both sides of the River
Tweed. A sphere of intellectual discourse grew wpirty the 1700s that was gen-
uinely BritishNa British high culture that helped Scottish men and women ave
the long run develop parallel identities, Scottigind British.
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